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to the Church of Rome which had been an aim of the Papacy
ever since the tenth century, and the failure of any agree-
ment from that standpoint was a foregone conclusion. The
Empeior on the termination of the Council returned at once
to Constantinople, and as soon as the terms of the agreement
he had made became known, it was violently repudiated by
the entire population, and a tumult so great arose that the
agreement made at Florence was forthwith dropped and
never heard of again.30 Thus the Emperoi John Paleologus,
the third in succession to strive to get help from the West
to save Constantinople, was no more successful than his
father and grandfather had been. It was evidently vain to
hope that the nations of Europe could be induced to lay
aside their mutual dissensions even to protect themselves
from a danger which threatened them all, and the days of
the great capital of the Eastern half of the Roman Empire,
which had blocked the path of Mahomedan conquest for
eight hundred years, were now plainly numbered.

In 1440, shortly after the above concourse had dispersed
and Florence had returned to her normal conditions, the
palace in the Via Larga which Cosimo had begun to build
in 1430 was sufficiently completed for occupation, and he
moved into it. The members of the family who were thus
the first to take up their abode in this palace to which so
much of the after history of the Medici attaches, were
Cosimo and his wife, Contessina, and their two sons, Piero
and Giovanni, then respectively twenty-four and nineteen
years old. A few years later both the latter were to marry
and bring their wives also to live in the family palace, which,
before Cosimo's death, echoed to the childish voices of yet
a third generation. Cosimo's brother Lorenzo died just as
this change of residence of the elder branch took place.

In the same year the long and desultory war with Milan
was brought to a conclusion. The Milanese army, tinder